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Detailed Action 

1. Claims 1 - 28 have been examined. 

2. Claims 1 - 28 are pending. 

3. Claims 1 - 28 are rejected as detailed below. 

Priority 

The application claims domestic priority to U.S. Provisional application 60/451340. 
Accordingly the application has been examined with an effective filing date of February, 28, 
2003. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1 1, 14, 18, 21, 25, and 28 objected to because of the following informalities: 
misnumbered sequence of limitations. Appropriate correction is required. 

The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the 
following is required: Claims 15-21 recite a machine readable medium without defining what a 
machine readable medium is. For the purposes of this office action a machine readable medium 
will be interpreted as a storage medium recited in the specifications [0069]. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 
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Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. Claims 1, 8, 15, and 22 do not appear to claim a tangible result. The 
question is whether or not a practical application is being claimed. The claimed subject matter 
pertains to a user interface, at least one service, at least one extension, and extensions/service 
providing access to functionality of a user interface/extension All other claims are rejected for 
being dependent to the claims from which they depend from. 



Claims 22-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. Signals are not considered to fall within one of the four statutory 
categories of invention. Claims that recite nothing but the physical characteristics of a form of 
energy, such as a frequency, voltage, or the strength of a magnetic field, define energy or 
magnetism, per se, and as such are nonstatutory natural phenomena. O'Reilly, 56 U.S. (15 How.) 
at 1 12-14. Further claims 22-28 are directed to software per se. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
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patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
6920607 Ali et. al. (hereafter Ali). 

Claim 1: 

An extendable application framework, comprising: 

a user interface [figure 3 elements 338 and 344, user interface]; 

at least one service [col. 10 lines 23-30, an application can be executed on a processor]; 

at least one extension [col. 6 lines 22 - 25, xml data files, 414]; 
wherein one of the at least one extensions can provide access to functionality in the user 
interface [Col. 14 lines 60-64, Attribute type "PERMISSIONS" defines access permission for 
the setting. The default value is (ALL), but some categories of users may be denied from 
changing certain system settings.]; and 

wherein one of the at least one services can provide access to functionality in one of the at 
least one extensions [Abstract, The UI is dynamically generated when an application invokes 
the XML data files.]. 

Claim 2: 

The framework of claim 1 wherein: 
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one of the at least one extensions can utilize one of the at least one services [Abstract, The UI 
is dynamically generated when an application invokes the XML data files]. 

Claim 3: 

The framework of claim 1 wherein: 

an extension is an interchangeable application building block [col. 5 lines 65-66, user 
interfaces that are extensible, easy to redesign, and to update]. 

Claim 4: 

The framework of claim 1 wherein: an extension can include at least one of: 1) XML 
(Extensible Markup Language) description; 2) a set of classes; and 3) a set of 

resources[abstract, XML], 

Claim 5: 

The framework of claim 1 wherein: 

a service can include a public interface that can provide access to functionality in an 
extension [col. 8 lines 39-43, In response to the execution of application 418, browser 420 loads 
the XML data 414 and checks the data file against XML schema 410 to ensure that the XML 
data 414 is a valid representation of the schema's specified content.] 

Claim 6: 

The framework of claim 1 wherein: 
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an extension can define handlers [col. 13 lines 60-65, contains an attribute id]. 
Claim 7: 

The framework of claim 1 wherein: an extension can provide functionality to support at 
least one of: 1) a document type; 2) a user interface action; 3) a file encoding;4) property 
settings; and 5) debugging information [Abstract, XML data files have reference links to 
secondary data files that contain data further defining UI (user interface) to support the user 
interface action]. 

Claim 8: 

A method for configuring an application, comprising the steps of: 

providing a user interface to allow user interaction with the application [figure 1, 
user interface]; 

providing at least one extension wherein the providing permits one of the at least 
one extensions to access functionality in the user interface[xml data files 414, Abstract, XML 
data files have reference links to secondary data files that contain data further defining UI (user 
interface)] and 

providing at least one service wherein the providing permits one of the at least one 
services to access functionality in one of the at least one extensions [Abstract, The UI is 
dynamically generated when an application (services) invokes the XML data files.]. 



Claim 9: 
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The method of claim 8 wherein: 

one of the at least one extensions can utilize one of the at least one services[xml data files 
414, Abstract, The UI is dynamically generated when an application invokes the XML data 
files]. 

Claim 10; 

The method of claim 8 wherein: 

an extension is an interchangeable application building block[col. 5 lines 65-66, user 
interfaces that are extensible, easy to redesign, and to update]. 

Claim 11: 

The method of claim 8 wherein: 

an extension can include at least one of: 2) XML (Extensible Markup Language) 
description; 2) a set of classes; and 3) a set of resources [element 414, abstract, XML]. 

Claim 12: 

The method of claim 8 wherein: 
a service can include a public interface that can provide access to functionality in an 
extension [col. 8 lines 39-43, In response to the execution of application 418, browser 420 loads 
the XML data 414 and checks the data file against XML schema 410 to ensure that the XML 
data 414 is a valid representation of the schema's specified content.]. 
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Claim 13: 

The method of claim 8 wherein: an extension can define handlers[col. 13 line? 60-65, 
contains an attribute id]. 

Claim 14: 

The method of claim 8 wherein: an extension can provide functionality to support at 
least one of: 2) a document type; 2) a user interface action; 3) a file encoding; 4) property 
settings; and 5) debugging information [Abstract, XML data files have reference links to 
secondary data files that contain data further defining UI (user interface) that provides support to 
a user interface action.]. 

Claim 15: 

A machine readable medium having instructions stored thereon that when executed by a 
processor cause a system to: 

providing a user interface to allow user interaction with the application [figure 1, 
user interface]; 

providing at least one extension wherein the providing permits one of the at least 
one extensions to access functionality in the user interface[element 414, xml data files, 
Abstract, XML data files have reference links to secondary data files that contain data further 
defining UI (user interface)]; and 

provide at least one service wherein the providing permits one of the at least one services to 
access functionality in one of the at least one extensions [Abstract, The UI is dynamically 
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generated when an application (services) invokes the XML data files.]. 
Claim 16; 

The machine readable medium of claim 15 wherein: 
one of the at least one extensions can utilize one of the at least one services [Abstract, The UI 
is dynamically generated when an application invokes the XML data files]. 

Claim 17: 

The machine readable medium of claim 15 wherein: 
an extension is an interchangeable application building block[col. 5 lines 65-66, user 
interfaces that are extensible, easy to redesign, and to update]. 
Claim 18: 

The machine readable medium of claim 15 wherein: an extension can include at 
least one of: 3) XML (Extensible Markup Language) description; 3) a set of classes; and 3) 
a set of resources [abstract, XML], 

Claim 19: 

The machine readable medium of claim 15 wherein: 
a service can include a public interface that can provide access to functionality in an 
extension [col. 8 lines 39-43, In response to the execution of application 418, browser 420 loads 
the XML data 414 and checks the data file against XML schema 410 to ensure that the XML 
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data 414 is a valid representation of the schema's specified content.]. 
Claim 20; 

The machine readable medium of claim 15 wherein: 
an extension can define handlers [col. 13 lines 60-65, contains an attribute id]. 

Claim 21: 

The machine readable medium of claim 15 wherein: an extension can provide 
functionality to support at least one of: 3) a document type; 3) a user interface action; 3) a 
file encoding; 4) property settings; and 5) debugging information [Abstract, XML data files 
have reference links to secondary data files that contain data further defining UI (user interface) 
to support a user interface action.]. 

Claim 22: 

A computer data signal embodied in a transmission medium, comprising: 
a code segment including instructions to provide a user interface to allow user 
interaction with the application [figure 1, user interface]; 

a code segment including instructions to provide at least one extension wherein the 
providing permits one of the at least one extensions to access functionality in the user 
interface[figure, 5 element 500 invokes xml, Abstract, XML data files have reference links to 
secondary data files that contain data further defining UI (user interface)]; and 
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a code segment including instructions to provide at least one service wherein the providing 
permits one of the at least one services to access functionality in one of the at least one 
extensions [Abstract, The UI is dynamically generated when an application invokes the XML 
data files.]. 

Claim 23: 

The computer data signal of claim 22 wherein: 

one of the at least one extensions can utilize one of the at least one services [Abstract, The UI 
is dynamically generated when an application invokes the XML data files]. 

Claim 24: 

The computer data signal of claim 22 wherein: 
an extension is an interchangeable application building block[col. 5 lines 65-66, user 
interfaces that are extensible, easy to redesign, and to update]. 

Claim 25: 

The computer data signal of claim 22 wherein: an extension can include at least one 
of: 4) XML (Extensible Markup Language) description; 4) a set of classes; and 4) a set of 
resources [abstract, XML]. 



Claim 26 : 

The computer data signal of claim 22 wherein: 
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a service can include a public interface that can provide access to functionality in an 
extension [col. 8 lines 39-43, In response to the execution of application 418, browser 420 loads 
the XML data 414 and checks the data file against XML schema 410 to ensure that the XML 
data 414 is a valid representation of the schema's specified content.]. 

Claim 27: 

The computer data signal of claim 22 wherein: 

an extension can define handlers[col. 13 lines 60-65, contains an attribute id]. 

Claim 28: 

The computer data signal of claim 22 wherein: an extension can provide functionality to 
support at least one of: 4) a document type; 4) a user interface action; 4) a file encoding; 4) 
property settings; and 5) debugging information [Abstract, XML data files have reference 
links to secondary data files that contain data further defining UI (user interface)]. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record listed on PTO-892 and not relied, if any, upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael D. Pham whose telephone number is (571)272-3924. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9am - 5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cottingham can be reached on 571-272-7079. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Michael Pham Debbie Le 
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